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he Bailin sisters are casy
I to pick ouwt, They dress
alike, talk lowdly and
talk at length. They re almos
always at work, either on
schoolwork or on one of their
MOVIES,

Yes movies — they actually
make award-winning
documentaries in their spare
time. They've made several
w0 Far, and one of their latest,
Return to Sender, won
inclusion ol the Los Angeles
Film Festival.

“1 am still getting over the
fact that we're going to LA
Emma said. 1 guess a part
of me dreams about us being
on stage, talking about our
film and Steven Spelberg. or
someone like him, standing
up and clapping. But then |
remember that’s reaching past
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Land.”

Sarah writes the narration
r:"r [Ill\.' [{aEEL" il\'\. ;1.'“.’ -I.II."-I"'H. |I"|:
majorily of research, and Emma
does the editing and Hilm work,

Theeir Bilm acdeaz all have o fitin
certain critena — they have to relate (o
Arkansas and the events have 1o have
|'|:||1]:-|.'|1|:4_| hetween 30 and S0 WCArs
ago.

“From there we ask some of
our historan imends and wan for
inspiration 1o strike, Most of the time
wie are deavwn o a opc hecause of an
:|r'|Iu|'r\I:i|:|.|L.: ~.I:|.I-|} or fact, For Rerthiris
T Sender, the ook was a SOy of a
woanian calling a hospital late at night
screaming There's a naked Cuban in
my tree!, We just had to explore that
story Further,” Emma said

Retwen fo Sewder was an exiremely
difficult project for them., The film is
aboul a band of Cuban refugees who

hunting, we found out what had
happened to the Cubans, We used
multiple newspapers, had nine
interviews and collected over a
hundred government memorandums,
The stack of research was G-inches
high.”

The trowhle eontinued,

“At Fort Chaftee, Sarah was the ong
sitting on the sule of the car closest
1 the fort, 5o she got 1o get that great
shot we used for the credits. But For
my lavornte pacture of the Hag, | was
the one 10 gt stlung by barbed wire
while Sarah was yelling at me 1o gel
higher,” Envma said.

For all their successes as filmmakers,

meither of the sisters wants 1o be one
professaonally.

showing our films,” Emma said.

Though they don’t plan to
pursue film as a carger, they
ane |'l|:'-.|'.|-:l of therr work, which
started whon they were 11,

Some of their irst movies wene

for the EAST Lab program at
Horace Mann Middle Schonl

and since then they ve produged

many *‘promoticnsl Tlms, tewo

television commencials and three

live sction-hlms.”
“Triath e told, | fee] moe
constrained by live action than

history. When you do live action,

you have o think of a plot and
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cliched. But history is already

wrilten For viou® vou don't have o

wins double up for documentary film-making

wriling dialogue.”

They get a great deal of satisfaction
ot of |II|:|Li|:'|i: the films. -I.-I':l;:n l;llil.:l_':.'
the accolades, and most of all they
enjoy telling the history,

“Whenever the stack of research geis
by high or the editing machine looms
toer large over my shoulder and 1 want
b just gove up, [ ask why | do i, why
I suiffer. 15 it I.I.I'““:l wiorth it And the
answer comes back o me: Yes, il's
always worlh it,” Sarah sasd,

For more information on
the Bailin twins and their
productions check out

www.doubletroublets.com

‘Mowvie-making isa’t for the Tainn al
hean = ust thi naive,” Enma said.
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think of @ story hine,” Emma said.
“Besides, there is always a new
umtcld history story just waiting

were slationed in Fort Challee, a towr
i Arkansas near Fori Smiih,

“"When wee first stanted reseanching,

wee couldnt fingd an ending Onir fiher

told us o give up, bui we refused.”
Sarah saud
“Aler six months of constan

foor them, as their films take about o
yiear each to rescarch, flm and edit

A much as 1 love Dilm, | really
dosn 0 miach care tor the actual editing
part. Mostly 1 love pitching and

tor b brought into the light
It 2o mwvach mare :Il_"|'..;lr|,|il'|'£:

Emowane vou have savied a small

|::-;|1|;'!| ol our slory Trom s ne

Forgotten. Plus, I'm rabbish a






